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Shanah Tova.  Today is Rosh Hashanah and this is 
the Torah Dialogue for the first two days of the year, 
1 & 2 Tishrei 5777. I wish everybody a good, sweet, 
and blessed year. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
 

1. The lead focus of the Torah reading of the first day of 
Rosh Hashanah is that Hashem remembered Sarah and 
she conceived and gave birth to Yitzchak even in her 
older age. Rachel and Channah, who are mentioned in 
the haftorahs of the two Rosh Hashanah days, are 
featured for the same reason. The Talmud (Megillah 31a) 
says that they were remembered on Rosh Hashanah. 
Our Sages add an additional opinion brought down in the 
Tanchuma Vayeira 17 that Rivka and Leah were also 
remembered on Rosh Hashanah. The key emphasis is 
on Sarah, Rachel and Channah because they were 
childless for so many years, an aspect of Rivka and 
Leah’s stories which did not bear the same situation. 
 
 The second day reading, which is about the Akeidah, 
the aborted sacrifice of Yitzchak, is chosen for its 
message of Zechut Avot, the merits of the Patriarchs. 
The upshot clearly is that we need to remember these 
stories in order to arouse within ourselves the feelings of 
connection that we have for our Patriarchs and 
Matriarchs. Their lives are instrumental in teaching us 
how to respond with issues in our own lives. 
 
2. The meaning of the first day of Rosh Hashanah 
centers on two important and critical concepts: Prayer 
and Penitence. Hashem remembered Sarah and she 
conceived and gave birth to Yitzchak. The Talmud (Bava 
Kamma 92a) tells us that he who beseeches Hashem for 
compassion and mercy on behalf of someone else, and 
he needs the same thing… he will be answered first. 
When Sarah was taken by Avimelech, Hashem punished 
Avimelech and his family with physical impairment. 
Avraham prayed for Avimelech and his household. In 
response Hashem rewarded Avraham and Hashem 
remembered Sarah. This message is as stated above 
AND… Avraham prayed for himself. The house of 
Avimelech prayed for themselves; Avraham prayed for 
Avimelech also. Hashem preferred the prayer of the third 
party. In the Yishmael story in the same narrative, 
Yishmael is sick in the desert. His mother, Hagar, prays 
to Hashem… and Hashem heard the voice of the lad 
(21:17). In that story Hashem preferred the prayer of the 
sick lad and not the third person praying for him. There 
are those who see a problem in the contradicting 
narratives. I do not see the problem. All prayer is heard 
and all prayer counts. In all cases we need Hashem’s 
compassion and we need as many people as possible to 
knock on the door. (RED) 
 

3. Hashem blesses Avraham with a son in his old age, 
Ben L’zkunav. It cannot be that the Torah is stating that it 
is his younger son because Avraham would have six 
more sons from his next wife Keturah. The expression 
Ben L’zkunav is also used to describe Yosef in his 
relationship to his father. There, too, it cannot be a 
reference to the fact that he is the youngest because 
there is a younger son, Binyamin, who was born. There 
are two Midrashic interpretations. One is that they look 
alike; that he was granted a son that bore the same 
appearance as the father. The second Midrashic 
statement which is mentioned in the Yosef story is that 
the son was the prime student of the father. The father 
was privileged to teach the traditions of Torah to the son. 
This is a big brachah that some of us have had and a 
blessing that should not be taken lightly – that a father is 
able to teach his son Torah. When it works it is the best. 
When the son is asking the father a question about life 
and Torah the father truly feels flattered and he feels he 
can count his blessings. This is what Avraham and 
Yaakov experienced with the birth of these two sons 
respectively. (RED) 
 
4. Yitzchak received his name prior to the circumcision, 
unlike our custom today. Today families wait until the Brit 
Milah and at that time, after the circumcision, the baby is 
given a Jewish name. In Yitzchak’s case we can explain 
the difference because it was not Avraham who named 
Yitzchak; it was Hashem who named Yitzchak. We wait 
until the baby is sanctified and brought into the Covenant 
of Avraham Avinu. Then he gets his real name. There is 
a story of the Maharam Shick who was an ardent and 
devoted student of the Chattam Sofer. He lived in the 19

th
 

century in Europe. They say that this was a time when 
the government authorities were insisting that all people, 
Jews and non-Jews, be required to adopt a last name. 
The Maharam was opposed to this and was forced to 
make a decision. Most families chose either a derivation 
of their first name (e.g. Davidson) or the name of the city 
where they came from (e.g. Berlin) or the occupation they 
possessed (e.g. Chait – tailor, or Sofer – scribe, et al). 
The Maharam fabricated a new last name using the 
name Shick, which is an acronym for Shem Yisrael 
Kodesh – the name of Israel is holy. The Jewish names 
are holy. It is sad when a son does not know his Hebrew 
name or the Hebrew names of his parents. The Hebrew 
name is a qualitative statement of Jewish identity. (RED) 
 
5. After Yitzchak’s birth (and when he was weaned) 
Avraham made a big party – a Mishteh Gadol. Rashi 
comments that it was a big party because of the special 
guests, dignitaries of the generation, who came: Shem, 
Eiver, and Avimelech. There are two ways to interpret the 
expression, “a great party.” One could say it was the 
guest list; or one could say the food was abundant and of 
high quality. Rashi opted only for the first interpretation. I 
guess in Rashi’s eyes, for Avraham it was a great party 
because of the dignitaries who came in his honor. Why 
was Pharaoh not invited? According to Rabbi Nebenzahl 
(the Chief Rabbi of the Old City of Yerushalayim) 
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Hashem spoke to Avimelech but Hashem never spoke to 
Pharaoh. Why did Hashem speak to Avimelech? 
Avimelech was no Tzaddik. That is because Avimelech 
lived in Eretz Yisrael and Eretz Yisrael is prone to a 
higher spiritual level and attention by the Almighty. 
 
6. Sarah wanted her husband to expel Yishmael. 
Hashem intercedes between the two of them and tells 
Avraham to get rid of Hagar and Yishmael. Hagar was 
the primary influence in Yishmael’s life. She had fled from 
Sarah and abandoned the house of Avraham once before 
and therefore she had to leave with her son. The 
Ramban offers an incredible statement. The Ramban 
says that Sarah sinned in her mistreatment of Hagar her 
handmaid. And the punishment divinely rendered was 
that Hagar’s descendant Yishmael, and the Arab people 
who came from him, would punish the descendants of 
Sarah. This is a powerful statement that would only be 
accepted from the pen of someone like the Ramban. 
[RED’s note: The polarized positions between Sarah and 
Avraham are the models of the debate in modern times. 
Sarah was saying expel the Arabs from Israel. Avraham 
was saying make peace with them. A polarization of the 
modern Jewish leadership approaches this debate in the 
Patriarchal family. How should Jewish Israeli society deal 
with an Arab population which, for the most part, is 
extremely hostile to the Jewish people living in Eretz 
Yisrael?] 
 
7. In the story of the Akeidah the Midrash depicts the 
role of the Satan whose job is to prosecute Avraham for 
inviting the great leaders to his party, but not poor people 
to enjoy the party as well. The irony of this Midrash is that 
Avraham was famous for always doing things for poor 
people and for travelers. One time Avraham does not 
invite poor people and the Satan is all over him. The 
Satan also mentions Midrashically that Avraham did not 
bring a sacrifice. What we should learn from the Satan’s 
accusations is how we should respond when we have a 
simcha. We should invite the poor to be able to enjoy the 
food, and leaders of the community. On top of that, we 
should also give tzedakah in honor of the simcha in the 
family. (RED) 
 
8. When Yishmael is expelled it seems that the 
expulsion was complete and he would live his life far 
removed from Avraham and Avraham’s family. Yet when 
Avraham dies later in the narrative, we see that Yishmael 
returned for the funeral. So, the relationship was not 
completely severed. Our Sages say that later in life 
Yishmael had repented and penitence enabled him to 
return to the family. There is another Midrash which we 
had dealt with before, which states that Avraham (with 
the permission of Sarah his wife) visited the expelled son 
Yishmael on occasion. The upshot of this Midrash would 
be that we should never give up on our children, even if 
our child is a Yishmael. This is expressed in Proverbs, as 
well as in other post-biblical Jewish literature. It is very 
difficult for parents to be successful as role models and 
teachers for their children. We never know, and are never 

sure of our success or failure in the parental mode. We 
can benefit greatly from articles and books that shed 
great insight on the proper methods that are 
recommended for us as parents and grandparents in 
order to succeed in developing children who would be a 
credit to our Jewish people and all of humanity. This goes 
back to Hirsch’s commentary on the first mitzvah of Pru 
U’Rvu, be fruitful and multiply. Hirsch comments that “be 
fruitful” means having children, U’Rvu really means 
educating them. The role of the parent is not merely the 
physical act of procreation, but is also the ongoing role of 
being educators to our children. We do so in multi-leveled 
areas. We not only teach them, we are required to be role 
models for them. Hopefully they will gain from our efforts 
and Hashem should bless us that we have children who 
will be a credit to the Patriarchs and Matriarchs. (RED) 
 
9. The Akeidah took place on Mount Moriah. There is 
great discussion as to the identity of Mount Moriah. One 
interpretation is that it is Mount Sinai. Another 
interpretation is that it is the Temple Mount in 
Yerushalayim. When the Jewish people exited Egypt they 
were immediately attacked by Amalek. Moshe ascended 
the hill, the Giv’ah, to pray and inspire the children of 
Israel in their battle against Amalek. Where is this 
Giv’ah? According to Rabbi Nebenzahl it was Mount 
Moriah. If Mount Moriah is in either of the locations 
presented above, this is a problem. Moshe never entered 
Israel so it cannot be the Temple Mount. Rabbi 
Nebenzahl states that the Moriah of the biblical period 
was portable. He was really following in the Ramban’s 
footsteps. The Ramban states that the sanctity of Mount 
Sinai was portable. It was infused within the 
Mishkan/Tabernacle and went through the travels in the 
desert. Later it would be brought to Shilo, and other 
places, until it would reside permanently in the Holy 
Temple in Yerushalayim. Hence the Moriah that we read 
about is really a representation of this divine sanctity of 
Mount Sinai and the Temple Mount. [RED’s note: Our 
Moriah of today is still quite portable. When Jeremiah 
talked about what would happen after the destruction of 
the First Temple, he needed to assure the Jewish people 
that Judaism would continue. Torah would still be pivotal 
and subject to our survival as Jews. In truth, Jeremiah’s 
prophecies would indicate the statement that Torah is 
quite portable. Hashem and Torah would accompany 
Bnei Yisrael no matter where we end up living in history 
and in Exile. Our Mount Moriah is with us all the time. 
Hopefully the day will come soon when the Mount Moriah 
will be restored in its proper place, the Temple Mount, 
with the coming of Mashiach and the rebuilding of the 
Holy Temple!] 

 
 

        
 
 
 
 


